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A.11303/S.10381 protects our air and our water,
and advances New York’s climate goals, while
promoting economic development in the
rapidly growing clean transportation sector.

This bill establishes specific timetables for publicly
funded ferries to transition to zero emission. It also

calls on NYSERDA to conduct a feasibility study to support the transition of workboats (primarily tug boats) to
zero emission.

New York State needs to take action to address the public health crisis created by diesel fuel pollution. As well as
reducing toxic emissions from ferries, this bill will help grow good-paying green jobs and position New York as a
leader in this burgeoning green technology market.

THE PROBLEM

New York’s fossil fuel powered public ferry system harms public health and impedes the state’s
climate goals.

« In NY State, the transportation sector accounts for almost 1/3 of GHG
emissions, this figure has grown while other sectors’ emissions have declined.

« Air pollution from ferries and other marine transportation has a significant impact
on the environment and people's health but is often overlooked. The NYC Ferry
alone emits 180,000 kg of nitrogen oxides (NOx) a year, equivalent to 116,000
cars. NOx contributes to ozone pollution linked to hundreds of premature deaths
and thousands of emergency visits annually in NYC.

« Burning diesel fuel releases asthma and cancer-causing air pollutants that
harm passengers and nearby communities. Diesel-engine ferries carry the
risk of oil leaks and spills, contaminating the water and harming the aquatic
environment. Additionally, diesel-engine ferries generate substantial underwater
noise, which is disruptive and harmful to aquatic life.




THE SOLUTION

Zero-emission ferries reduce air, water and noise pollution, which benefits
public health, aquatic environments and the climate. Investment in zero-
emission ferries also supports the state’s economic development.

Zero-emission ferries saves operators money. One estimate shows that
transitioning NYC Ferry fleet to all electric can save the operator over $248 million
in a 15-year period versus operating the existing fleet of conventional, diesel ferries.

Modernizing the state’s ferry fleet by upgrading to zero-emission vessels keeps New York on par with
leading cities and countries around the world that have already taken steps to convert their ferry fleets to
zero-emission.

« North America: The state of Washington has committed to converting its entire fleet to hybrid-electric
power by 2040.

« Europe: In 2018, the Norwegian Parliament adopted zero-emission regulations for ferries, cruise ships
and tourist boats in its World Heritage fjords, requiring compliance by no later than 2026. As of 2026,
Norway has around 180 battery electric ferries in regular service.

« Asia: Zero-emission ferries are seeing rapid uptake in Asia. As of 2025, Bangkok had about 30 electric
ferries in regular service and several dozens of smaller electric commuter ferries and water taxis in
operation. South Korea is actively replacing 140 state-owned diesel-powered ferries with all-electric
alternatives by 2030.

PASS A.11303/5.10381

Pacific Environment confronts our most urgent environmental issues by connecting local and global
movements, catalyzing policy change, and inspiring action for the benefit of people and our planet.
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