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November 17, 2022 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi    The Honorable Steny Hoyer 

1236 Longworth House Office Building   1705 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer    The Honorable Dick Durbin  

322 Hart Senate Office Building    711 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510   

 

Submitted via email 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader Hoyer, Majority Leader Schumer, and Majority Whip Durbin: 

 

We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to express our strong support for the Clean Shipping Act 

of 2022 (H.R. 8336), introduced by Representative Alan Lowenthal (CA-47) and Representative Nanette 

Barragán (CA-44) in July. Passage of this ambitious bill would direct the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency to promulgate regulations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from marine vessels of 400 gross 

tonnage and above that call on ports in the United States – reaching 100% GHG emission reductions by 

2040 – and to require zero in-port emissions from marine vessels by 2030. 

 

Nearly 40% of Americans live within three miles of a port. For decades, fossil-fueled ships, owned 

largely by international corporations, have brought significant levels of air pollution into largely working-

class communities and communities of color living in and near U.S. ports. It is imperative that we protect 

Americans from further exposure to ship pollution, and pathways now exist that can transition the 

shipping industry from its dependency on fossil fuels to zero-emission propulsion. 

 

Globally, maritime shipping is a major source of pollution, including climate-warming GHG emissions 

(carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide) and harmful air pollutant emissions (oxides of nitrogen, 

sulfur dioxide, and fine particulate matter). According to the “Fourth IMO Greenhouse Gas Study 2020,” 

the global shipping industry emits approximately one billion tons of GHG emissions per year, roughly 3% 

of total anthropogenic global-warming carbon-dioxide emissions. Further, the study projects in future 

scenarios that shipping’s GHG emissions could more than double between 2018 and 2050. 

 

To address the climate emergency and protect our oceans and public health, strong immediate regulatory 

action must be taken to phase out greenhouse gas emissions from shipping, and these regulations should 

be consistent with a decarbonization pathway that is compatible with the Paris Agreement’s objective of 

keeping warming below 1.5°C. 

 

To that end, the Clean Shipping Act of 2022 directs EPA to: 

 

1. Set progressively tighter carbon intensity standards for fuels used by ships consistent with a 1.5°C 

decarbonization pathway (lifecycle carbon dioxide-equivalent reductions of 20% from 2027, 45% 

from 2030, 80% from 2035, and 100% from 2040), and 

2. Set requirements to eliminate in-port ship emissions by 2030 (all ships at-berth or at-anchor in U.S. 

ports would emit zero GHG emissions and zero air pollutant emissions). 

 

Now is the time for the U.S. to be more ambitious than ever on climate action. In addition to achieving 

life-saving emissions reductions, this bill will help spur the development of the zero-emission vessel 

market and accelerate zero-emission research and demonstration across the maritime supply chain. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/8336?s=3&r=151
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/Fourth-IMO-Greenhouse-Gas-Study-2020.aspx
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With so much at stake, we call on the U.S. to commit to helping achieve a zero-emissions shipping 

industry and urge Congress to pass this bill. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pacific Environment 

Antonio Santos 

Federal Climate Policy Director 

 

Ocean Conservancy  

Rachael DeWitt 

Manager, Government Relations 

 

Achieving Community Tasks Successfully 

Bridget Murray 

Executive Director 

 

Azul 

Marce Gutiérrez-Graudiņš 

Executive Director 

 

Breathe Southern California 

Tigran Agdaian 

Manager of Advocacy and Public Policy  

 

California Environmental Voters 

Aaron McCall 

Federal Advocacy Coordinator 

 

Catholic Charities Diocese of Stockton 

Jonathan Pruitt 

Environmental Justice Program Coordinator 

 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Maya Golden-Krasner 

Deputy Climate Director 

 

Center for Human Rights and Environment 

Jorge Daniel Taillant 

Executive Director 

 

Earthjustice 

Athena Motavvef 

Legislative Representative 

 

Environmental Defense Fund 

Fern Uennatornwaranggoon 

Senior Air Quality Policy Manager 
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Environmental Investigation Agency 

CT Harry 

Senior Marine Campaigner 

 

Environmental Justice Committee, AAPI Equity Alliance 

Mark Masaoka 

Steering Committee 

 

Faith Action Climate Team 

Lynn Fitz-Hugh 

Coordinator 

 

Friends of the Earth 

John Kaltenstein 

Deputy Director, Oceans & Vessels 

 

GreenLatinos 

Andrea Marpillero Colomina 

Sustainable Communities Program Director 

 

Healthy Port Communities Coalition 

Adrian Shelley 

Coalition Member 

 

Inland Ocean Coalition 

Lance Kittel 

Executive Director 

 

National Ocean Protection Coalition 

Vanessa Constant 

Policy Director 

 

New York City Environmental Justice Alliance 

Daniel Chu 

Energy Planner 

 

Ocean Defense Initiative 

Sarah Guy 

Director of Strategy and Outreach 

 

Opportunity Green 

Aoife O’Leary 

CEO 

 

People for Climate Action – Seattle 

Elizabeth Burton 

Member, Steering Committee 

 

Regional Asthma Management & Prevention 

Joel Ervice 

Associate Director 
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Restoring Earth Connection 

Lynn Fitz-Hugh 

Executive Director 

 

San Pedro & Peninsula Homeowners Coalition 

Peter M. Warren 

Spokesperson 

 

Seattle Cruise Control 

Iris Antman 

Member 

 

Sierra Club 

Katherine García 

Clean Transportation for All Campaign Director 

 

Stand.earth 

Kendra Ulrich 

Shipping Campaigns Director 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Long Beach 

Patricia Chen 

Chair 

 

Waterway Advocates 

Caleb Merendino 

Co-Executive Director 

 

 

CC: The Honorable Alan Lowenthal, Lead Author, Clean Shipping Act of 2022 

 The Honorable Nanette Barragán, Original Cosponsor, Clean Shipping Act of 2022 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Chair, Committee on Energy and Commerce, U.S. House of 

Representatives 

The Honorable Tom Carper, Chair, Committee on Environment and Public Works, U.S. Senate 
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